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Officers and Staff of the 
Free Public Library 


Trustees 


HON. ARTHUR N. HARRIMAN Mayor of the City 


Elected by the City Council 


ROBERTA S. BARNET Term expires April 1950 
DR. JOSEPH GOULART Term expires April 1950 
CAROLYN B. MANNING Term expires April 1951 
RT. REV. MSGR. JOHN F. McKEON Term expires April 1951 
JULIA C. GIFFORD Term expires April 1952 
MERLE AMES Term expires April 1952 

STAFF 

Librarian 


LAURENCE G. HILL 


Executive Assistant to the Librarian 


**MINERVA F. MAXFIELD 


Heads of Departments 


STELLA M. FERGUSON Art Librarian 
CELESTINE M. POWERS Supervisor of Technical Processes 
CLAIRE N. RILEY Supervisor of Adult Services 
CHARLOTTE S. NYE Supervisor of Children, Schools 
and Young People 
GRACE D. SHERMAN Circulation Librarian 


MARION H. BONNER Reference Librarian 
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Assistants 
YVETTE BOISCLAIR THELMA H. PAINE 
SHIRLEY B. COHEN DEOLINDA PERRY 
EVALINA CONSTANTINE LORETTA E. PHANEUF 
*GERALDINE GIBBONS JOHANNA ROBAK 
*ELLEN D. GILSTON DORIS M. SANDERSON 
*DOROTHY M. HIGGINS FRANCES E. SANDERSON 
GERTRUDE McKENNA OLIVE S. SANDFORD 
IRENE E. MERCHANT JEANIE D. SHIELDS 
*DOROTHY R. OSSWALD MARY SPINDOLA 


ETHEL M. WILCOX 


Branches 
North Branch AMANDA L. DION 
SALLY VICTORIA 
South Branch CEZALTINA MENDOZA 
MARY E. PHANEUF 
West Branch LUCY ANN SHERMAN 


PAULINE GAMACHE 


Elevator Operators 


CLIFTON N. HATCH WILLIAM MARSH 


Janitors 


GEORGE SUNDERLAND GARRISON OLIVER 
GEORGE C. BRIGHTMAN 


Janitresses 


CHRISTINE KOZOREK NANCY M. EATON 
ALICE M. MARSH HILDA MONIZ 
VICTORIA SAMSON 


*Resigned 
** Retired 
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Trustees’ Report 
P 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of New Bedford, 
Mass. 


The Trustees present their Ninety-seventh Annual Report to 
the City Council in the Report of the Librarian, which has been 
adopted by the Board. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 
LAURENCE G. HILL, 


Clerk of the Board 
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Report of Librarian 


I herewith submit for your approval the Ninety-Seventh 
Annual Report of the New Bedford Free Public Library. 


The use of the Free Public Library shows an increase over 
1948 both in respect to circulation of books and as an informa- 
tion center. Two major changes were made during 1949 which 
have done much to increase the usefulness of the New Bedford 
Library system. The Business and Technical Room was opened 
to the public in May and the location of West Branch was moved 
to correspond more closely to the population center of the West 
End area. Although it is too early to evaluate results in the case 
of the change in the West Branch it is assured that the opening of 
a special Business and Technical Room has greatly enhanced the 
value of the Library to the citizens of New Bedford. 


Further expansion of service to the community will continue 
to depend as always on increased financial support by the City. 
Funds are needed for two major purposes. First funds are needed 
for the purchase of books, periodicals and circulation materials 
for the direct use of the public. The City has recently recognized 
the necessity of supplementing the relatively decreased income 
from endowment funds by allocating $1000 for purchase of 
books. This brings our funds to a total of about $14,000 for 
buying books, periodicals, encyclopedias, reference services and 
kindred materials. An estimate of an adequate fund for this 
purpose based on population and library service points in the 


city would be $20,000. 


The second major need for funds is for purposes of building 
maintenance. These funds should be allocated yearly on the 
basis of a long term plan for building maintenance and improved 
facilities and equipment. More specific suggestions will be found 
in the section of this report on Recommendations. 


FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 7p 


ADULT SERVICES 


There has been an encouraging overall increase in home 
circulation of books during 1949 though not sufficient to offset 
the losses in previous years, Equally encouraging is an increase 
in total registration over 1948. There is still plenty of room 
for improvement. 


The Reference Department has completed another busy 
year. The establishment of the Business and Technical Room in 
the former Patent Room has proved an outstanding success. Un- 
der the supervision of the Reference Department this new service 
has greatly augmented the efficiency in handling this type of in- 
formation. The original idea behind the inception of the Business 
and Technical Room was to make these books and magazines 
more easily available to borrowers and to relieve the congestion 
in the main reference room. It was expected that by this division 
of service that the total reference questions would be split be- 
tween the two sections. What has actually occurred is that the 
number of questions answered in the main reference room has 
remained at the same level as before, in fact, has increased, while 
in seven months of operations the Business and Technical Room 
has answered over 3000 questions. Students and serious readers 
have also discovered that the third floor has the further advantage 
of fewer distractions and less noise. 


The Extension service offered by the Library consisted in 
1949 of book service to patients at St. Luke’s Hospital, the City 
Infirmary, four old age homes and twenty shut-ins.. This ser- 
vice is much appreciated by the recipients. The Librarian wishes 
to express his appreciation to the Girl Scouts and to the Girls 
League for their voluntary service in carrying books to shut-ins. 


CHILDREN’S SERVICES 


One of the most important departments of any public library 
is the children’s room, In addition to the normal circulation of 
books from the main Library and the branches every effort is 
made to cooperate with the schools both parochial and public. 
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Classroom libraries are sent each year to the schools. In 1949 
one hundred and eighty-five such collections were in use. 


Other activities of the Children’s Department are regular 
story hours on Friday afternoons, Vacation Reading Clubs, Girl 
Scout Bibliophile badges groups, instructions by Miss Nye, Chil- 
dren’s Supervisor, in the use of the Library to seventh grades and 
talks to some 32 public school fourth grades. 


Several audio-visual exhibits made in the schools were dis- 
played in the Library and the attractive decor of the room was 
changed with the seasons and for the celebration of holidays. 


The need for new equipment and facilities in the Children’s 
Room are many. Specific suggestions are contained in the re- 
port in the section on Recommendations. 


ART 


The Art Department with its excellent basic collection con- 
tinues to service its clientele with books and pictures. Circula- 
tion in books and pictures both showed gains of 20 percent. The 
Library was fortunate to receive a set of ten Japanese prints from 
John A. Hales, U. S. A. F. LI. through the courtesy of Mayor 
Harriman and also an excellent set of reproductions of Audubon 
bird pictures. 


GENEALOGY 


The Genealogical Department was used by 1634 persons dur- 
ing 1949. It is also apparent that the unusual resources of this 
collection have a spreading fame. There has been a noticeable 
increase in letters requesting genealogical information from all 
parts of the United States. Our most distant correspondent how- 
ever is from the Hawaiian Islands. 


Microfilming of the New Bedford newspapers from our 
earliest copies to date has been completed and are now available 
for research in microfilm form. The Library has acquired a 
small Spencer Microfilm reader to supplement the large Re- 
cordak reader. 
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BRANCHES 


North Branch Library is in a sorry state of repair. However 
anything short of a complete renovation or removal to new quart- 
ers would in all probability be money wasted. Circulation re- 
mains high in spite of poor quarters but more money is needed 
for the purchase of new books in French and Polish. 


In the South Branch the situation is not quite as desperate. 
The chief need here is interior decoration and new or different 
lighting arrangements. It is hoped that some action will be 
taken in 1950. 


For a number of years the Trustees and the Librarians have 
realized that the West Branch was located too near the Main 
Library. Circulation had fallen off markedly and the usefulness 
of a branch at this location had become questionable. In 1949 
the opportunity to move the branch presented itself when the 
building became urgently needed as a youth center. Conse- 
quently, a store at 870 Kempton Street was leased and redecor- 
ated in gray with touches of Chinese red to add color and floures- 
cent lighting installed. Chairs and tables taken from the old 
branch were refinished in a blond tone by our able staff of cus- 
todians and at the end of the year we were in the process of 
moving in. It is expected that the new location will bring wel- 
come library service to a section of the city heretofore without a 
local branch and that previous borrowers from the old branch 
will find little inconvenience in using the Center Library. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


The Public Forums sponsored by the Library were continued 
during 1949 but attendance has not been as large as had been 
hoped for. 


A Sunday radio book review program featuring reviews writ- 
ten by the Library staff was instituted over station WBSM and 
has been well received. Both WNBH and WBSM have been very 
cooperative in using spot announcements advertising the Library 
and in publicizing events sponsored by the Library. 
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During August the Library had a booth and exhibit at the 
Pageant of Progress sponsored by the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. The emphasis in the exhibit was on the Business and Tech- 
nical facilities available at the Library. 


In the Library itself displays and exhibits in connection with 
the United Nations, Brotherhood Week, Catholic Book Week, 
Jewish Book Week and many other subjects were presented and 
attracted interested attention. 


‘The Librarian and members of the staff have given numerous 
talks and book reviews to many local organizations. Miss Char- 
lotte Nye wrote a series of articles on children’s books that ran 
for four weeks in the Sunday Standard-Times. The Standard- 
Times has been very generous with space for Library activities 
and we would like to express our appreciation for their co- 
operation. 


TRUSTEES 


Mr. Merle Ames, Executive Director of the New Bedford 
Boys Club, was appointed to the Board of Trustees in April and 
Miss Julia C. Gifford was reappointed at the same time. The 
Trustees and the Librarian regret the necessary withdrawal of 
Reverend Linden H. White who served so ably for the past twelve 
years. 


GIFTS 


The Library was the grateful recipient of many books from 
civic and cultural organizations as well as from generous indi- 
viduals. Many of these donations have supplied needed and 
valuable material which the Library would not have been finan- 
cially justified in purchasing. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


The needs of the Public Library are many and varied. As 
specific recommendations I shall list first those which are im- 
perative and, I hope, capable of realization in the coming year. 
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1. New light fixtures for South Branch. 

2. Paint interior walls of South and North Branch. 

3. Paint lower hall and Children’s Room at Center Library. 
Other recommendations which would greatly increase the 


efficiency and effectiveness of Library service to the community 
are as follows: 


1. A City appropriation of $10,000 for books and period- 


icals. 


2. A half-ton panel truck for use in servicing branches, 
schools, hospital and extension work. 


In addition to the above, the building maintenance needs 
for which long range planning is necessary would include the 
following: 


1. A new alternating current lighting system for the pub- 
lic rooms and office spaces of the Main Library. 


2. New rubber tile or cork floors in the Reference and 


Children’s Rooms. 


3. A year by year allotment of funds for replacement and 
addition of equipment such as catalog cases, file cabinets, type- 
writers, mimeograph machine, chairs, tables, etc. 


In closing, the Librarian wishes to express his gratitude and 
pleasure in the excellent cooperation he has received from all 


members of the Library personnel and from the Board of Trustees. 


Respectfully submitted, 


LAURENCE G. HILL 
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STATISTICS IN FORM RECOMMENDED BY THE 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Annual Report for year ending December 31, 1949. 


Name of Library—New Bedford Free Public Library. 


City—New Bedford. State-—Massachusetts. 
Name of Librarian—Laurence G. Hill. 

Date of Founding—1852. 

Population served—110,341 (U. S. Census 1940). 
What government unit served—City. 


Terms of use— 
Free lending. 
Free for reference. 


Total number of agencies—176 
Central Library, 3 Branches, 171 school deposits 
room libraries, 1 hospital. 


Number of days open during the year 
Hours open each week for lending 

Hours open each week for reading 

Hours of service per week required of staff 
Number of Sundays open during the year. 


Hours open each Sunday (reading and reference) 


BOOK STOCK 


Number of volumes at beginning of year 
Number of volumes added during year 


Number of volumes withdrawn during year 
Total number of volumes at end of year 


Number of newspapers currently received 


Number of periodicals currently received 


and class- 


354 
72 


236,206 
6,862 
10,158 
232,910 


29 
284 
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CIRCULATION AND USE 


Number of volumes of adult non-fiction lent for 


home use 


Number of volumes of adult fiction lent for 


home use 


Number of books for children lent for home use 
Total number of volumes lent for home use 


REGISTRATION 


Total number of registered card-holders 


Borrowers registered or reregistered 1949 
Length of registration period is 3 years. 


CITY APPROPRIATION 


Appropriation 

Salaries 

Wages 

Building Maintenance 
Insurance 

Janitors’ Supplies 
Binding 

Printing 

Express 

Postage 

Telephone 

Light 

Heat 

Water ; 
Stationery and Supplies 
Travel and Transportation 
All Other 

Library Maintenance 
Library Maintenance—Books 
Forums - 
Forums—Printing 

New Equipment 

Rent 


Balance 


$96,852.66 


07,838.41 
27,713.36 
176.46 
330.80 
602.04 
2,790.95 
458.21 
142.13 
276.00 
594.39 
540.04 
827.91 
79.13 
1,314.20 
136.39 
241.85 
999.54. 
999.36 
297.99 
10.25 
483.95 
38.80 


673.06 


13°? 


49,820 


136,431 
189,745 
375,996 


16,701 
4,175 


$97,925.72 


$97,525.72 
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KEMPTON FUND 


Balance $12.90 
Receipts 9,491.30 
Library Maintenance $8,032.34 
All Other 16.29 
Express 1.20 
8,049.83 

Balance 1,454.37 





SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND 





Balance $30.90 
Receipts 1,394.60 
Library Maintenance 1,242.29 

1,242.29 


Balance 183.21 


GEORGE O. CROCKER FUND 


Balance $9.78 
Receipts 281.96 
Library Maintenance 99.34 

99.34 


Balance 192.40 


$9,504.20 


$9,504.20 


$1,425.50 


$1,425.50 


$291.74 


$291.74 
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OLIVER CROCKER FUND 


Balance $5.06 
Receipts ; 20.00 
Library Maintenance $12.50 

12.50 


Balance 12.56 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR. FUND 


Balance $5.95 
Receipts 32.00 
Library Maintenance 7.67 
7.67 

Balance 30.28 


JAMES B. CONGDON FUND 


Balance -, $5.48 
Receipts 10.00 
Balance 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND 


Balance $2.44 
Receipts 20.00 
Balance 
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$25.06 


$25.06 


$37.95 


$37.95 


$15.48 
$15.48 


$22.44 
$22.44 








16 p FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
CHARLES L. WOOD FUND 
Balance $13.23 
Receipts 40.00 
Balance 
ELIZABETH B. MACKIE FUND 
Balance $6.52 
Receipts 20.00 
Library Maintenance 2 9.00 
5.00 
Balance v4 Ey 
FLORENCE L. WAITE FUND 

Balance $2,619.61 
Receipts 18,552.31 
Library Maintenance (interest) 1,217.46 
Library Maintenance (principal) 19,548.93 
20,766.39 
Balance 405.53 

PATTY WILCOX FUND 
Balance $45.94 
Receipts 100.00 
Library Maintenance 30.67 
30.67 
Balance 115.27 


$53.23 
$53.23 


$26.52 


$26.52 


$21,171.92 


$21,171.92 


$145.94, 


$145.94 
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FREDERICK SLOCUM ALLEN FUND 


Balance $30.06 
Receipts 20.00 
Library Maintenance 14.85 

14.85 


Balance 35.21 


HENRY H. CRAPO FUND 


Balance $382.15 
Receipts .00 
New Equipment $174.75 

174,75 


Balance 207.40 — 


DEBORAH B. TRIPP FUND 


Balance $69.51 
Receipts 454.15 
Library Maintenance 158.92 
Trustees’ Commissions 21.62 
Safe Deposit Box Rent 4.80 
185.34 

Balance 338.32 
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$90.06 


$50.06 


$382.15 


$382.15 


$523.66 


$523.66 
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FINANCE 


RECEIPTS 


City Appropriation $97,525.72 
Income from Trust Funds 
(Incl. balance from 

1948 ) 


Rental Collection 


17,002.12 
605.75 


$115,133.59 


Note: 


City Building Department does all Library repairs. 


EXPENDITURES 
OPERATING EXPENSES 


Salaries: Library Staff $57,838.41 
Wages: Building Staff 27,713.36 
Books and Periodicals 12,069.01 
Printing and Rebinding 3,259.41 
Heat, Light, Water 1,447.08 
Insurance 330.80 
New Equipment 658.70 
Microfilming 19,548.93 
Other Operating Expenses 4,742.93 
Grand Total $127,608.63 
Balance on hand at end 

of fiscal year 4,323.24 
$673.04 of this balance 

reverted to the City 
Actual balance $3,650.20 


City supplies heat and light at Main Library and heat at one branch. 


Figures for these items 


not included in Receipts or Expenditures. 
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ee ANNUAL REPORT 





F ree Public Library 
IN CITY COUNCIL, April 13, 1950 


Wa ag Received: placed ‘on file, and ordered printe 
documents. et 


_ CHARLES W. DEASY, C 
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